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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 
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1. A method for allocating a plurality of call 
resources during a conference call, the method 
comprising : 

conducting a conference call between a plurality of 
clients using a first call resource; 

identifying a second call resource available to 
conduct the conference call; and 

t2*ansf erring the conference call from the first call 
resource\to the second call resource without suspending 
communication of a plurality of mixed media streams 
received by \the clients. 



Li 



2. The \iethod of Claim 1, wherein transferring 
15 comprises: 

generating a\first mixed media stream at the first 
call resource and \a second mixed media stream at the 
second call resource\ 

modifying synchronization information in the second 
20 mixed media stream to\match synchronization information 
in the first mixed media\ stream; 

terminating the firtet mixed media stream to end 
communication with the \ first call resource upon 
confirming that the modified second mixed media stream is 
2 5 valid; and 

communicating the modified second mixed media stream 
to the clients. 
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\ 3. The method of Claim 2, further comprising 
introducing a delay in a selected one of the first mixed 
media stream and the second mixed media stream to 
synchronize the first mixed media stream and the second 
mixed Viedia stream. 

4. \ The method of Claim 2, wherein modifying 
synchronisation information comprises : 

instructing the second call resource to adjust 
synchronization information in the second mixed media 
stream; and \ 

receiving \ the second mixed media stream with the 
adjusted synchronization information. 

5. The method of Claim 2, wherein synchronization 
information comprises at least a selected one of a 
timestamp and a sequence number. 

6. The method of\claim 2, wherein: 

the first mixed media stream comprises a first 
sequence of real-time trarrsport protocol (RTP) packets; 

the second mixed meoia stream comprises a second 
sequence of RTP packets; and\ 

the modified second mixed media stream is valid when 
the second sequence of RTP Vpackets matches the first 
sequence of RTP packets. \ 



7. The method of Claim lA wherein the clients are 
unaware of the transfer of the conference call from the 
first call resource to the second aall resource. 
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8. The method of Claim 1, wherein: 
conducting the conference call comprises: 

communicating, to the first call resource, a 
first me&ia stream generated by a client participating in 
the conference call; and 

communicating, to the client, a first mixed 
media stream \eceived from the first call resource; and 
transferring the conference call comprises: 

duplicating the first media stream to create a 
10 second media strea 

communicating the second media stream to the 
second call resource,^ 

receiving a second mixed media stream from the 
second call resource; 
15 terminating the \Eirst mixed media stream to end 

communication with the \first call resource upon 
confirming that a modified ^pcond mixed media stream is 
valid; and 

communicating the modified second mixed media 
20 stream to the client. 
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9. The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 
instructing the second call\ resource to adjust 

synchronization information in the\ second mixed media 

stream; and 

receiving the second mixed medi^ stream with the 
adjusted synchronization information . 
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10. A communication system, comprising: 

plurality of clients operable to couple to a 
packet Abased network, the clients further operable to 
initiate\pr join a conference call; 

a fiVst call resource operable to couple to the 
packet -basecl network; 

a second call resource operable to couple to the 
packet-based network at a different physical location 
than the first caSLl resource; and 

a media gateway operable to couple to the packet - 
based network, theVmedia gateway further operable to 
transfer the conference call from the first call resource 
to the second call\ resource without suspending 
communication of a plurality of mixed media streams 
received by the clients. 




11. The communication system of Claim 10 7 wherein: 

the first call resource\ is further operable to 
generate a first mixed media stream; 

the second call resource \is further operable to 
generate a second mixed media stream; and 

the media gateway is further operable to: 

modify synchronization \information in the 

second mixed media stream to match synchronization 

\ 

information in the first mixed media stream; 

terminate the first mixed media stream to end 



communication with the first cali resource upon 
confirming that the modified second mixe^ media stream is 
valid; and 

communicate the modified second mixed media 
stream to the clients. 
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\ 12. The communication system of Claim 11, wherein 
tnte media gateway is further operable to introduce a 
delay in a selected one of the first mixed media stream 
and Xhe second mixed media stream to synchronize the 
first \nixed media stream and the second mixed media 
stream. \ 

13. TVe communication system of Claim 11, wherein 
the media gVteway modifies synchronization information 
by: \ 

instruct ingv the second call resource to adjust 
synchronization information in the second mixed media 
stream; and \ 

receiving the \second mixed media stream with the 
adjusted synchronization information . 

14. The communication system of Claim 11, wherein 
the synchronization information comprises at least a 
selected one of a timestamp and a sequence number. 

15. The communication Wstem of Claim 11, wherein 
the first mixed media\ stream comprises a first 

sequence of real-time transport protocol (RTP) packets; 

the second mixed media stream comprises a second 
sequence of RTP packets; and \ 

the modified second mixed media stream is valid when 
the second sequence of RTP packets matches the first 
sequence of RTP packets. \ 
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16. The communication system of Claim 10, wherein 
tlxh clients are unaware of the transfer of the conference 
calA from the first call resource to the second call 
resource . 

17. \ The communication system of Claim 10, wherein: 
a clVent participating in the conference call is 

operable to\communicate a first media stream to the first 
call resource^ 

the firsts call resource is further operable to 
communicate a fi L rst mixed media stream to the at least 
one client; and 

the media gateway is further operable to: 

duplicate the first media stream to create a 
second media stream; 

communicate t>he second media stream to the 
second call resource; \^ 

receive a second mixed media stream from the 
second call resource; ^ 

terminate the firs^ mixed media stream to end 
communication with the first call resource upon 
confirming that a modified second mixed media stream is 



\ 



valid; and 

communicate the modified second mixed media 
stream to the clients. 
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\ 18. The communication system of Claim 17, wherein 
thes media gateway is further operable to: 

\ instruct the second call resource to adjust 
synchronization information in the second mixed media 
streamA and 

receive the second mixed media stream with the 
ad j ust ed syrichroni zat ion inf ormat ion . 

19.. The Vommunication system of Claim 10, wherein 
the plurality V>f clients are selected from a group 
consisting essentially of a conventional telephone 
coupled to the paicket -based network via a gateway, a 
wireless phone coupled to the packet -based network via 
the gateway, an Internet Protocol (IP) phone or a 
computer including a voice teleconferencing application. 



20. The communicatiNpn system of Claim 10 7 wherein 
the packet -based network \comprises an Internet Protocol 
(IP) network. \ 
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21. A media gateway, comprising: 

^ \. an interface operable to couple to a communication 

itwork, the interface further operable to receive media 
streams communicated by a plurality of clients 
participating in a conference call; and 

a \processing module coupled to the interface, the 
processing module operable to transfer the conference 
call from a. first call resource to a second call resource 
without suspending communication of a plurality of mixed 
10 media streams Received by the clients. 

22. The mednsa gateway of Claim 21, wherein the 
processing module i^\further operable to: 

receive a first ^lixed media stream generated by the 
15 first call resource ^nd a second mixed media stream 
generated by the second call resource; 

modify synchronization information in the second 
mixed media stream to matah synchronization information 
in the first mixed media stream; 
2 0 terminate the first mixed media stream to end 

communication with the fir\st call resource upon 
confirming that the modified seopnd mixed media stream is 
valid; and 

communicate the modified sec3pnd mixed media stream 
25 to the clients, 
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23. The media gateway of Claim 22 , wherein the 
pcessing module is further operable to introduce a 
dejS^y in a selected one of the first mixed media stream 
and N;he second mixed media stream to synchronize the 
first "Sjiixed media stream and the second mixed media 
stream. 
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24. The\ media gateway of Claim 22, wherein the 
processing module modifies synchronization information 

10 by: 

instructing t^foe second call resource to adjust 
synchronization information in the second mixed media 
stream; and 

receiving the secoki mixed media stream with the 
15 adjusted synchronization information, 

25. The media gateway \ of Claim 22, wherein the 
synchronization information comprises at least a selected 
one of a timestamp and a sequence number, 

20 

26. The media gateway of Claim 22, wherein: 
the first mixed media stream comprises a first 

sequence of real-time transport protocol (RTP) packets; 

the second mixed media stream \comprises a second 
2 5 sequence of RTP packets; and 

the modified second mixed media stream is valid when 
the second sequence of RTP packets matches the first 
sequence of RTP packets. 
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27. The media gateway of Claim 21, wherein the 
clients are unaware of the transfer of the conference 
call from the first call resource to the second call 
resource . 
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28. \ The media gateway of Claim 21, wherein the 
processing \module is further operable to: 

communioate a first media stream generated by a 
client participating in the conference call to the first 
call resource; 

communicate ^Vfirst mixed media stream received from 
the first call resource to the client; 

duplicate the frsfst media stream to create a second 
media stream; 

media stream to the second 



media stream from the second 



communicate the second 
call resource; 

receive a second mixec 
call resource; 

terminate the first m^xed media stream to end 
with the fir\£t call resource upon 
confirming that a modified seeded mixed media stream is 
valid; and 

communicate the modified second mixed media stream 
to the client. 
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processing module is further operable to: 

insusruct the second call resource to adjust 
synchronization information in the second mixed media 
stream; and \. 

receive the second mixed media stream with the 
adj us ted synchronization information . 
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\ 30. Logic encoded in media for allocating a 
plurality of call resources during a conference call and 
operable to perform the following steps: 

conducting a conference call between a plurality of 
clients \ising a first call resource; 

identifying a second call resource available to 
conduct theV conference call; and 

transf erring the conference call from the first call 
resource to the second call resource without suspending 
communication of a plurality of mixed media streams 
received by the clients. 

31. The logic\ encoded in media of Claim 30, wherein 
transferring comprises: 

generating a first mixed media stream at the first 
call resource and a second mixed media stream at the 
second call resource; \ 

modifying synchronization information in the second 
mixed media stream to matoth synchronization information 
in the first mixed media stream; 

terminating the first mixed media stream to end 
communication with the fir^st call resource upon 
confirming that the modified second mixed media stream is 
valid; and \ 

communicating the modified second mixed media stream 
to the clients. \ 
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v 32. The logic encoded in media of Claim 31, further 

comprising introducing a delay in a selected one of the 
fi^st mixed media stream and the second mixed media 
streVm to synchronize the first mixed media stream and 
the second mixed media stream. 

33. \ The logic encoded in media of Claim 31, wherein 
modifying ^synchronization information comprises: 

instructing the second call resource to adjust 
synchronization information in the second mixed media 
stream; and \ 

receiving Vhe second mixed media stream with the 
adj usted synchrony zat ion information . 

34. The logic\encoded in media of Claim 31, wherein 
synchronization information comprises at least a selected 
one of a timestamp and\a sequence number. 

35. The logic encoded in media of Claim 31, 
wherein: \ 

the first mixed medVa stream comprises a first 
sequence of real-time transport protocol (RTP) packets; 

the second mixed media\ stream comprises a second 
sequence of RTP packets; and \ 

the modified second mixed Vnedia stream is valid when 
the second sequence of RTP packets matches the first 
sequence of RTP packets. \ 
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36. The logic encoded in media of Claim 30, wherein 
the clients are unaware of the transfer of the conference 
ill from the first call resource to the second call 
resource . 
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The logic encoded in media of Claim 30, 

where ins; 

conducting the conference call comprises: 

ommunicating, to the first call resource, a 
10 first media\stream generated by a client participating in 
the conference call; and 

communicating, to the client, a first mixed 
media stream received from the first call resource; and 
transferring \he conference call comprises: 
15 duplicatihQ the first media stream to create a 

second media stream; 

communicating the second media stream to the 
second call resource; 

receiving a second mixed media stream from the 
2 0 second call resource; 

terminating the f^irst mixed media stream to end 
communication with the \first call resource upon 
confirming that a modified second mixed media stream is 
valid; and 

2 5 communicating the modified second mixed media 

stream to the clients 
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38. The logic encoded in media of Claim 37, further 
comprising : 

instructing the second call resource to adjust 
synchronization information in the second mixed media 
stream; anc 

receivifta the second mixed media stream with the 
adj usted synchronization information. 
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39. An apparatus for allocating a plurality of call 
resources during a conference call, comprising: 

means for conducting a conference call between a 
plurality of clients using a first call resource; 

means for identifying a second call resource 
available to conduct the conference call; and 

means for transferring the conference call from the 
first call resource to the second call resource without 
suspending communication of a plurality of mixed media 
streams received by the clients. 

40. The apparatus of Claim 39, further comprising: 
means for generating a first mixed media stream at 

the first call resource and a second mixed media stream 
at the second call resource; 

means for modifying synchronization information in 
the second mixed media stream to match synchronization 
information in the first mixed media stream; 

means for terminating the first mixed media stream 
to end communication with the first call resource upon 
confirming that the modified second mixed media stream is 
valid; and 

means for communicating the modified second mixed 
media stream to the clients. 



